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Abel founder claims Meta offered $1.25
billion over four years to AI hire —
'person still said no' despite equivalent of
$312 million yearly salary
News By Mark Tyson published yesterday

Perhaps not a surprising figure, given the talk of $100 million
signing bonuses.
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Abel founder and enfant terrible of the algorithmic age, Daniel Francis, is
incredulous at the remuneration offers being punted by the likes of Meta.
On Sunday, Daniel told his throng of social media followers that Meta had
offered a potential hire $1.25 billion. The sum was for a four-year stint,
admittedly. Despite the 10-figure lure, which would mean over $300 million
a year, the potential hire didn’t take the bait.

The above Tweet is actually an update to one Daniel floated into the X-
abyss this weekend, suggesting that Meta was fishing for a high-caliber AI
auteur armed with a $1 billion incentive. Whatever the case, “Person said
no, btw,” Daniel added, without embellishment.

To his rhetorical question about “what the hell is going on,” Daniel didn’t
take too long to give one of his followers an answer, though. When
someone raised the obvious valuation comparison, where hires are
starting to attract ‘IP style money,’ Daniel said, “IP is in people’s heads [right
now].”
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Scale AI lays off 200 employees, one month after Meta's $14
billion investment

Elon Musk's xAI is projected to lose $13 billion in 2025

Francis, whose startup uses AI to build police reports from body cam
footage and dispatch call data, shot to internet notoriety in 2023 when he
pretended to be a disgruntled Twitter worker fired by Elon Musk. After
fooling multiple outlets into believing his story, he was hired by Musk to
join the company.

Billion dollar contract is no one-off
The headlining employment contract worth $1.25 billion isn’t unusual,
according to several posters who replied to Daniel. AI researcher Roon,
who is believed to have previously worked at OpenAI, stated that he’s
heard of higher offers being made. “It’s not that crazy when you think of it
like an acquihire,” he stated, in an explanation which dovetails with Daniel’s
highlighting of valuable IP being in folk’s heads in the current AI era.

After another seeming serious contribution, attempting to confirm that
“The highest you’ve heard is regular to me,” the thread began to turn into
something of a farce. Posters moved on to trying to outdo each other with
tales of infinite wealth, only matched by their levels of silliness.

AI biz CEO recently admitted nine-figure
signing bonuses are real
Though we must take some of the claims above with a dash of salt, there
are undoubtedly some extremely lucrative employment contracts being
offered to established and rising AI execs.

Stay On the Cutting Edge: Get the Tom's
Hardware Newsletter
Get Tom's Hardware's best news and in-depth reviews, straight to
your inbox.

Your Email Address

Contact me with news and offers from other Future brands

Receive email from us on behalf of our trusted partners or sponsors

SIGN ME UP

By submitting your information you agree to the Terms & Conditions and Privacy
Policy and are aged 16 or over.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/artificial-intelligence/despite-usd2m-salaries-meta-cant-keep-ai-staff-talent-flocks-to-rivals-like-openai-and-anthropic
https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/artificial-intelligence/scale-ai-lays-off-200-employees-one-month-after-metas-usd14-billion-investment-says-it-scaled-up-too-quickly
https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/artificial-intelligence/elon-musks-xai-is-projected-to-lose-usd13-billion-in-2025-ai-project-burns-usd1-billion-a-month-in-expenditures
https://x.com/tszzl/status/1947016345415307463
https://x.com/TenreiroDaniel/status/1947059562986848435
https://futureplc.com/terms-conditions/
https://futureplc.com/privacy-policy/
https://futureplc.com/privacy-policy/
javascript:window.open(window.clickTag)
javascript:void(0);


  SEE ALL COMMENTS (12)

Mark Tyson News Editor

Mark Tyson is a news editor at Tom's Hardware. He enjoys covering the

full breadth of PC tech; from business and semiconductor design to

products approaching the edge of reason.
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Despite $2M salaries, Meta can't keep AI staff

A case of extreme remuneration in the AI field came straight from the
CEO’s mouth last month. In June, OpenAI CEO Sam Altman revealed that
Meta was attempting to swipe OpenAI technical staff with $100 million
signing bonuses. “I’m really happy that, at least so far, none of our best
people have decided to take them up on that,” asserted Altman.

Follow Tom's Hardware on Google News to get our up-to-date news,
analysis, and reviews in your feeds. Make sure to click the Follow button.
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Scale AI lays off 200 employees, one month after Meta's $14 billion
investment

Elon Musk's xAI is projected to lose $13 billion in 2025
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Anthropic fires back at Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang, says it has never
claimed only Anthropic can build safe and powerful AI
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Nvidia CEO slams Anthropic's chief over his claims of AI taking half of
jobs and being unsafe

Nvidia accused of poaching TSMC engineers in Taiwan

For lawns from 1/4 to 6 acres
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OpenAI and Oracle ink deal to build massive Stargate data center, total
project will power 2 million AI chips
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AMD unveils industry-first Stable Diffusion 3.0 Medium AI model
generator tailored for XDNA 2 NPUs

AI coding platform goes rogue during code freeze and deletes entire
company database
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Microsoft buys more than a billion dollars’ worth of excrement, including
human poop, to clean up its AI mess

Stream Now

Sponsored By Disney+ SIGN UP

https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/artificial-intelligence/microsoft-buys-more-than-a-billion-dollars-worth-of-excrement-including-human-poop-company-will-pump-waste-underground-to-offset-ai-carbon-emissions
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Human programmer beats OpenAI's custom AI in 10-hour marathon,
wins World Coding Championship

Large-scale shipments of Nvidia GB300 servers tipped to start in
September

https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/artificial-intelligence/polish-programmer-beats-openais-custom-ai-in-10-hour-marathon-wins-world-coding-championship-possibly-the-last-human-winner
https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/artificial-intelligence/large-scale-shipments-of-nvidia-gb300-servers-tipped-to-start-in-september-gb200-demand-remains-robust-despite-widespread-coolant-leak-reports


LATEST IN NEWS

AMD Strix Halo Mini-ITX motherboard flaunts 128GB LPDDR5X

https://www.tomshardware.com/pc-components/motherboards/amd-strix-halo-mini-itx-motherboard-flaunts-128gb-lpddr5x-add-a-cpu-cooler-boot-drive-and-power-supply-for-a-slim-gaming-or-ai-rig


FCC proposal aims to nix long-term gigabit internet speed goals, pricing
analysis

OpenAI and Oracle ink deal to build massive Stargate data center, total
project will power 2 million AI chips

https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/fcc-proposal-aims-to-nix-long-term-gigabit-internet-speed-goals-pricing-analysis
https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/artificial-intelligence/openai-and-oracle-ink-deal-to-build-massive-stargate-data-center-total-project-will-power-2-million-ai-chips-stargate-partner-softbank-not-involved-in-the-project


158-year-old company forced to close after ransomware attack
precipitated by a single guessed password

https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/cyber-security/158-year-old-company-forced-to-close-after-ransomware-attack-precipitated-by-a-single-guessed-password-700-jobs-lost-after-hackers-demand-unpayable-sum


DNS embedded malware technique used to create a hacker-inspired
version of the popular Mad Libs word game

Nvidia's desktop PC chip holdup purportedly tied to Windows delays

https://www.tomshardware.com/software/dns-mad-libs-is-a-hacker-inspired-version-of-the-popular-word-game-built-on-networking-infrastructure-to-provide-distributed-version
https://www.tomshardware.com/tech-industry/semiconductors/nvidias-desktop-pc-chip-holdup-purportedly-tied-to-windows-delays-ongoing-chip-revisions-and-weakening-demand-also-blamed


12 COMMENTS COMMENT FROM THE FORUMS 

tikal

This is complete madness. I doubt any single person is worth such
an amount. Unless they are the only person capable of envisioning
some groundbreaking breakthrough. Which is extremely unlike,
and there is absolutely not way to ascertain it.

REPLY 

QuarterSwede

I love this so much. It just shows you that not everyone has a price.
Or, if they do, they’ve already attained it and they aren’t working
for money anymore.

REPLY 

acadia11

So , 2 of the guys on my team were working on PHds when first
starting my development career, one researching in mesh
networks and edge computing, one was researching in AI, his
research centered on listening list and song matching … when
MP3s weren’t a thing. I’m talking pre-iPhone and hipsters snacked
on gluten chips days but talk about foresight. I didn’t understand
much about how AI actually worked then or ML. But if you were a
researcher or foundation guy the fact that contracts now are being
handed out that will have the cheerleaders watching the “AI draft”
is wild!

REPLY 

acadia11

QuarterSwede said:

I love this so much. It just shows you that not everyone has a
price. Or, if they do, they’ve already attained it and they aren’t
working for money anymore.

$1.25 billion for 4 years of work … if I’m this persons future progeny
I’d reach back in the past and slap them silly. All jokes aside
somehow I’m quite sure this person will be a billionaire either way

https://forums.tomshardware.com/threads/abel-founder-claims-meta-offered-1-25-billion-over-four-years-to-ai-hire-%E2%80%94-person-still-said-no-despite-equivalent-of-312-million-yearly-salary.3883433/
https://forums.tomshardware.com/threads/abel-founder-claims-meta-offered-1-25-billion-over-four-years-to-ai-hire-%E2%80%94-person-still-said-no-despite-equivalent-of-312-million-yearly-salary.3883433/
https://forums.tomshardware.com/threads/abel-founder-claims-meta-offered-1-25-billion-over-four-years-to-ai-hire-%E2%80%94-person-still-said-no-despite-equivalent-of-312-million-yearly-salary.3883433/
https://forums.tomshardware.com/threads/abel-founder-claims-meta-offered-1-25-billion-over-four-years-to-ai-hire-%E2%80%94-person-still-said-no-despite-equivalent-of-312-million-yearly-salary.3883433/


or has a stock package already that’s made them quite rich .., I’m
not saying I know, but I’d guess so.

REPLY 
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